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INTRODUCTION

THE MIGRATION OF ASSYRIAN CHRISTIANS

There is a HIDDEN SCRIPTURE which seems to
have been forgotten by most biblical scholars, yet its
meaning and content are not forgotten by God.

Of course, it is not really hidden in the Bible - it is
more precisely a FORGOTTEN scripture - a
scripture that is like the missing piece of the gigantic
puzzle we call "the endtime hour of spiritual history."

Most Christians have a fairly good understanding
about the God-given role of Israel and the Arabs in
prophecy, but when they first hear that God has a
special place in His heart for Assyria, they are
astounded!

"Assyria? How can that be?"

Then, when | explain how the Assyrian nation fits
into the endtime puzzle, they rejoice to know that
Assyria’s role in endtime events truly is the missing
piece of the Middle East puzzle that no one seemed
to be able to complete.

Assyria fulfills God’s prophetic plan, and
completes a full, prophetic picture about the Middle
East.

But before | discuss this HIDDEN SCRIPTURE
with you in this book, and before | share its
significant prophetic implications, let me provide
you with some background information about my

nationality, and a little about my own, personal
testimony.
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Like so many others born into other nationalities,
| have nothing to brag about; after all, | had nothing
to do with my being an Assyrian.

It just happened.

| was born that way.

So, if I sound in any way like | am boasting about
my heritage, | assure you that | am not, because the
Word tells us in 1 Corinthians 4.7:

"For who maketh thee to differ from
another? and what hast thou that thou
didst not receive? now if thou didst
receive it, why doest thou glory, as if
thou hadst not received it?"

So, | am not boasting about anything except in
God.

Having stated that | am an Assyrian, you should
know that | am an Assyrian born in the right place. |
must admit that sometimes | pray and ask God,
"Lord, how come | was so blessed to be born in
Chicago, lllinois, in 1922, when | could have been
born in the mountains of Northern Iraq where my
father was a shepherd?"

As you can imagine, life in Iraq as a shepherd
was extremely difficult for my father, Avrahim
(Abraham).

My dad left his hometown of Asheta about 1910,
before World War |, and travelled through Persia,
Russia (now called the Commonwealth of
Independent States), Germany and Poland, arriving
in the United States about 1912. His father was a
priest in the Nestorian Church. His family is known
as the family of priests. It looks like the sons are
maintaining that tradition through the sovereignty of
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God. He settled in Chicago, where he soon
discovered there was not much of a job opportunity
for shepherds (but, praise God, thanks to His
heavenly hand, today, | am a shepherd of a spiritual
flock)!

My mother (her father was a deacon in the
Nestorian Church) journeyed to America because of
a persecution that broke out. Her village was Zarni
which was north of the former capital of Assyria,
Nineveh, which is presently named "Mosul" in Iraq.

Let me share with you a bit of that history.

When Assyria lost its land, the Assyrians settled
mostly in what is now known as Northern Iraq.

During World War |, the nations which were
united against Germany and Turkey were the United
States, Great Britain, and others. Here are some
verses from one of their war songs at that time by
Shamasha Ephraim of Van.

Forth we go to battle, ranging o’er the
mountains;

Hearts all yearning forward to
Mosul’s fertile plans.

Nineveh’s fair city summons back her
children.

Forth we go to battle in thy name, O
Mar Shimun (their spiritual leader).

On the Tigris’ banks lies Nineveh the
holy;

Her old walls shall be to us a diadem
and crown.

There alone, Assyrians, can our race
be established.

Forth we go to battle in thy name, O
Mar Shimun.
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Hark, our Nation calls - our great
Assyrian Mother,

Hark, young men, she calls you -
calls each one of you by name.

Blest that youth for ever who will hear
her calling.

Forth we go to battle in thy name, O
Mar Shimun.

Now, the Assyrians were right up there in that
northeastern corner of Iraq; there were even some of
them inside the Turkish border. The British asked
the Assyrians if they would not consider holding that
region for the Allies.

The Assyrians agreed.

The British armed them, and the Assyrians
fought and held the Middle East for the Allies; they
were promised by the British Government that they
would have their own land after the fighting was over
(of course, that is what the Assyrians had been
desiring).

When the war ended, instead of the British
keeping their promise, they gave the land promised
to the Assyrians to the Moslem Arabs!

Turkey, when attacked by the Christian states of
Europe, took the war to be a kind of "jihad" (holy
war) against the Christian "infidels."

Soon, friction erupted between the Turkish
authorities and their Assyrian subjects, to the point
of an Assyrian uprising. A number of scholars hold
that the Russians (and probably the British, as well),
encouraged this revolt by promising the Assyrians
autonomy or full independence after the defeat of

the Turks.
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It is beyond question, however, that the
insurrection cost the Assyrians dearly.

Initially, they succeeded in repulsing a number of
attacks by government forces assisted by units of
Kurds (who had been the Assyrians’ sworn enemies
since time immemorial).

But soon afterward, they found themselves under
siege and had to fight their way out to move their
entire community - from infants to the elderly, a total
of some seventy-thousand souls - through sub-zero
weather over snow-covered mountains to Iran.

For a while thereafter, they enjoyed the
patronage of the Russians, who provided them with
weapons for self-defense.

With Russia’s withdrawal from the war (following
the Bolshevik Revolution) and the subsequent
stabilization of British rule in Iraq, His Majesty’s
Government extended its protection to the Assyrians
and brought to Iraq those who had survived the
sword, disease, the hardships of exile, and their
journey - altogether their numbers were reduced to
some thirty-five to forty thousand people.

Then, the British recruited fighting units among
the Assyrians, using them to squash sporadic
rebellions within the country and in border clashes
with the Turks. Taking full advantage of the
Assyrians’ loyalty and eagerness to please, they also
cultivated the illusion of a "common fate," and went
so far as to dub the Assyrians "our smallest ally" - an
expression that bespoke both affection and
contempit.

Further, the British continually nurtured their
ally’s hopes of settling in the mountainous region of
northern Iraq, where they felt at home.
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Such illusions were shattered one after another
as the British mandate drew to a close.

For although the Anglo-lragi Pact of 1930
referred to the status of the various minorities in Iraq,
including the Assyrians, when the mandate came to
an end, the Assyrians found that all they had to
show for their loyalty were vague and empty
promises - and no tangible territory.

Worse yet, when they realized they were
unwelcome in independent Iraq, some tried to return
to Turkey; the Turks greeted them with machine-gun
fire.

When they tried to enter Syria - in the hope that
the French mandatory authorities would allow them
to settle in the country’s broad plain in the north -
they were turned back at the border.

That is why a wave of Assyrians came to
America after World War |, most making it to
Chicago, where the nation’s largest Assyrian
population now thrives.

The Assyrians, it should be noted, are all
professing Christians.

There is not a Moslem among them!

You could put a gun to an Assyrian’s head and
say, "Now, you must change from Christianity to the
Moslem faith, or we will kill you," and each Assyrian
would answer, "Kill me, I'll never do it."

That is how strong the Assyrians are for
Christianity.

Today, there are about 3,000,000 Christian
Assyrians living in the Middle East!

Most of the Assyrians were left in Northern Iraq,
exposed to the wrath of the Turks under whom they
were ruled. For over four-hundred years, in the
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Ottoman Empire, all that region was under the
Turks, including the Assyrians.

Can you imagine how the Turks felt since they
are Moslems and the Assyrians are Christians?

The Assyrians had fought on the side of the
Allies, and now, here are the Assyrians left holding
an empty bag of false promises, and the Turks and
the Kurds, who are also Moslem, turned on the
Assyrians and massacred thousands of them.

The Assyrians had to flee.

My mother was one of those who had to flee into
Iran (known as Persia in those days).

My mother fled to Persia, and while there she
went to a Presbyterian school for girls, where she
became a teacher and became "born again."

Then, in 1920, she came over to the United
States, and that is where she met my father.

They were married in Chicago in 1921, where |
was born in 1922, and raised with my family,
ultimately consisting of my brothers, Benjamin,
George and Joseph, and my sister, Bertha.

The first language | spoke as a child was
Assyrian, since my father could not speak English.
My mother taught me English to prepare me for
kindergarten.

| remember how Assyrians living in the near
north side of Chicago would gather together in
Lincoln Park on Sundays after church to share their
stories, tea and Khada (a flat bread with butter and
flour filling) and the delicious Dolma (grape leaves
stuffed with rice, lamb and spices).

They all spoke in Assyrian, but we children stuck
with English because we did not want to seem like
foreigners.
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l
Right now, there are about 70,000 Assyrians in
Chicago, but many of them have been going to
California, and one of the largest Assyrian |
populations in the United States is in Los Angeles, |
California. Assyrians like California because the '
temperature and weather are similar to that in Iraqg. ;
My mother was a godly woman. .

My father was not too close to the Lord at first.
He prided himself in the fact that his background
was the Ancient Apostolic Church of the East, and
my mother went to an Assyrian Presbyterian Church
in Chicago.

There are now about ten Assyrian churches in
Chicago, including an Assyrian Pentecostal church.
Later on, my father started attending the Assyrian
Pentecostal Church where he became born-again.

My mother was a prayer warrior.

Oh, could she pray!

| was the oldest of the five children. | went to
Sunday School at the Presbyterian church until |
was about twelve; after twelve, | quit going to |
church. |

My father could not get a job in Chicago as a
shepherd, so he worked in one of the downtown
hotels as a cook.

And then the Depression hit!

Like so many others, we were poor, and | quit
going to Sunday school and started selling
newspapers on Sunday. | would get an armful of
papers in a little wagon, then go through the streets
shouting, "Get your morning newspaper here."

| guess | was getting trained for preaching later
on, because | would shout, "Get your morning
newspaper!" very early and very loud each morning.
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Some would purchase a paper; some would tell
me to shut up.

Then, with the little money | had as a youngster, |
would gamble; | hate to admit it, but | just fell into the
ways of the world (not being saved at the time).

| quit going to Sunday school, and did not step
inside of a church again from the time | was twelve
until | personally received the Lord while serving in
the Navy when | was twenty.

During that time, my mother was heart-broken to
see her son floundering in the ways of the world;
after all, she had dedicated her first-born son to
God! | was dedicated to God, but here | was going
the way of the world. All of my other brothers and
sister were saved, so | was like the spiritually
stubborn black sheep of the family.

| secured a job working for a dentist when | was
about fourteen. My biggest responsibility was going
to a "bookie joint" to place bets for this dentist, then
wait there until | found out if the horse won or not,
then come back with the money, or tell him the
horse lost.

That is the kind of environment | lived in.

My mother tried to talk to me about the Lord, and
those conversations deteriorated to the point where |
finally said, "I do not want to hear anything anymore
about religion and God."

Truthfully, | was so convicted about being saved
when she talked about God that | felt uncomfortable
and wanted her to stop. She had taught me when |
was a little fellow about the Lord, but now that | was
"older," | wanted no part of God.

When | was younger, she would often sink to her
knees, look me in the eyes, and teach me about
Jesus. Then, she would question me to see how
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much | absorbed from her teaching and from the
Word of God.

But as | grew older, | drifted away from religion,
saying, "l do not want to hear about it."

Mother respected my wishes and stopped
sharing about God; she knew | would become upset
and run out of the house if she started sharing
scripture with me.

So, she prayed.

She would go into her prayer closet and
sometimes | would even hear her praying.

As a teenager, when | came home late at night
after living a rowdy life, | would go to bed only to be
awakened in the middle of the night.

There would be my mother at my bedside,
praying.

She would just slip in and pray over me.

Mothers, be faithful in your prayers!

Your child can never get away from those
prayers.

As you persist, God will honor your heart and
your children will come to the Lord. They will
eventually be won into the Kingdom of God.

In truth, | was the most unlikely one to be saved.

But when | was in the Navy during World War |, |
started to think, "What if | died, what is going to
happen to me?"

| knew from my mother’s teaching that | would
go to hell if | died, so | reasoned, "Now, is it worth it
to live my life the way | am living it and die and go to
hell for all eternity?”

Fortunately, | said "No."
| loved to gamble, and God used that gambling

instinct in me to bring me to my conversion. No one
talked to me specifically about the Lord; it was just
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through my mother’s teachings and prayers that |
came to the Lord.

When | went into the war, | was not thinking at
the time that there was a heaven or a hell. Instead, |
was trying to believe that "There is no God" so |
would not be convicted.

But in the face of war, my thoughts went another
direction.

| reasoned, "If | live to be seventy, and suppose
there is a heaven and hell, if | keep living the way |
am living now, | will be in hell forever.

"But, if | accept the Lord and live a good life, and
if there is no heaven or hell, | have not lost anything;
| have just lived a good life."

So, | concluded, "What is keeping me from
accepting the Lord?"

| thought deeply about the junk | was doing, and
| said to myself, "l am throwing away eternity for this
junk? No, | do not want to die and go to hell."

As a gambler, | did not like the odds: Seventy
years of dubious fun verses eternity.

| remembered my mom teaching about
accepting Christ, so | prayed, "Lord, | want to accept
You as my personal savior, | want to be saved.
Please enter into my heart today. | ask Your
forgiveness for my sins, and ask You to accept me
into Your spiritual family, and change my life.
Amen."

When | said that simple prayer, a huge, invisible
weight seemed to be removed from my heart!
Immediately | shouted, "Praise God, this is just the
peaceful feeling | have been looking for in the
world."

An unexplainable joy came to me.
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| started reading the New Testament (the Gideon
organization had given each of us servicemen a
New Testament). | started reading about how Jesus
died for my sins, and my heart was broken.

"For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life" (John
3:16).

| had originally accepted Jesus Christ because |
was afraid of hell.

But now, as | read about Jesus dying for me, |
fell in love with Him, and my heart just broke. | wept,
"O Jesus, You did all of this for me? You gave up
Your life so that | might spend eternity with You in
heaven? Thank You, Lord Jesus. Now, | am going
to live the rest of my life for You."

Then, | started witnessing to my Navy buddies.

| would say, "Hey, you know this being a
Christian is great! | used to think if you became a
Christian, you would not have any fun; | was all
prepared when | accepted Christ not to have any
fun. | was among some people who said ‘You
cannot do this, you cannot do that,” and | thought
‘Man, it is no fun being a Christian’."

But | was wrong.

"Hey, this is the greatest joy; there is nothing in
the world so empty as when | go to the taverns,
laugh with the boys, and then go home and feel so
lonesome, so empty."

It seemed as though my worldly life in the Navy
had given me nothing.
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| was so excited about the changes God was
doing in my life that | called up mother and told her,
"l just accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and
- Savior."
- You can well imagine how my mother rejoiced
' when she heard the news!
Her consistent and persistent prayers had
been answered!

"The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man avails much" (James 5:16).

My mother already knew in her spirit that | was
gonng to be in the ministry (that is a story for my next

| book). God led me through the Navy, Navigators,

~memorizing the Word, etc., and then ultimately, He

. called me into the mlnlstry, where my mother lived

 to see me ordained.

i Eventually, | studied at the Moody Bible Institute
Night School, then enrolled in Northern Baptist
Theological Seminary in Chicago in 1946,
graduating in 1950 with a Bachelor of Theology
degree.

During this time, while attending and serving in
my home church, Moody Memorial in Chicago, |
met my lovely wife, Burnell Hanson who had also
begun attending the church. She had come from
Wakerfield, Michigan, to train at the Augustana
Hospital School of Nursing. After graduating as a
Registered Nurse, she was employed as a floor
supervisor in the hospital. We were engaged in
March, 1947, and were married in her home town in
June, 1948.
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Next, | went to Northwestern University Graduate
School in Evanston, lllinois, where | received a
Master of Arts degree in the School of Speech.

Here is an interesting point.

My mother was the first intercessor | ever knew.

Today, | am exceedingly blessed to be able to
represent Intercessors for America - a national
organization that recognizes the power of prayer,
and petitions its members each month to pray and
fast for various pressing needs in our nation.

How mother must be rejoicing and praising God
in heaven today for the power of prayer that
changed her son’s life, and for the power of prayer
her son is now using to transform individual lives,
and to change the course of nations (later | will
share my exciting meetings with the Prime Minister
of Israel, Menachem Begin, and at a separate time,
with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak)!
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CHAPTER ONE
THE ASSYRIA/ISRAEL CONNECTION

This book is going to take you on an adventure
into biblical prophecy - where you will discover
exciting endtime events concerning the forgotten
nation in prophecy - Assyria.

Some Christians confuse Assyria with "Syria;"
they are not the same. Put an "As" in front of "Syria"
and you have "Assyria." Syria is a country that exists
today, but there is no country today currently called
"Assyria."

That nation - not the people - has vanished from
current maps on geography.

Yet today, there are almost four million
Assyrians living all across our globe!

Assyria was a once-powerful nation mentioned
over 150 times in the Bible, yet today, when so
much is being written about endtime Israel and the
role of the Jew, Assyria has become the forgotten
nation in prophecy.

It may seem strange to you to be reading a book
about a nation that does not currently have a
homeland.

Assyrians are living all around the globe, but like
the Jews in the early 1940’s, they do not YET have a
new homeland to call their own.

Currently, they reside mainly in Iraq, Syria, and
the United States (see appendix in the back of this
book for a fairly complete breakdown of the Assyrian
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population around the globe and in the United
States).

You may wonder... "lf Assyrians are scattered
around the world, and if there is no longer a nation

called ‘Assyria’, then why write a book about
Assyria?"

Because, in this endtime hour, | believe the Bible
clearly declares through prophecy that...

THE ASSYRIANS WILL ONCE AGAIN BE

GIVEN THEIR OWN HOMELAND BY GOD!

That action is not unprecedented.

The Jews wandered the earth without a
homeland until Israel was miraculously born again

on May 14, 1948, when a Jew named David Ben-
Gurion declared:

"By virtue of the natural and historical
right of the Jewish people and the
Resolution of the General Assembly of
the United Nations, we hereby proclaim
the establishment of the Jewish state in
Palestine to be called ISRAEL..."

After that declaration, two million Jews from all
over the world started returning to the Holy Land.
The event marked one of the greatest miracles in

history, and also was the fulfillment of an endtime
prophecy:

"'For I will take you from among the
heathen, and gather you out of all
countries, and will bring you into your
own land" (Ezekiel 36:24).
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The re-establishment of Israel also fulfilled
another prophecy:

"Who hath heard such a thing? Who
hath seen such things? Shall the earth
be made to bring forth in one day? or
shall a nation be born at once? for as
soon as Zion travailed, she brought forth
her children" (Isaiah 66:8).

| believe a similar miraculous fate awaits the
Assyrian people.

In this book, | will show that one of the
- endtime signs Christians should be watching for
is the re-establishment of Assyria as a nation!

The area once called Assyria and, | believe, soon
to be called Assyria again, is roughly the geography
now called Iran and Iraq, with most of it occupying
Iraq, the home of the infamous Saddam Hussein.

But today, as you hold this book in your hands,
Assyria is an invisible country.

It does not exist.

This fact has deep emotional concerns for me
because | am an Assyrian American. My ancestors
were from the rich and powerful land of
Mesopotamia (Assyria) which lies between the Tigris
and the Euphrates Rivers, just north of the Garden of
Eden.

Today, this entire area, once called "The
Crescent of Civilization," is now Iran and Iraq (see
appendix for a map of ancient Assyria).

As you read this book, you will discover many
biblical and historical surprises about Assyria.

One fact that often shocks Christians the most is
this - Assyrians living throughout the world are
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not Arabs or Moslems by religion - we are ';
Christians! |

* Jesus grew up with Assyrians: :

As the Old Testament is the heritage of the |
Jewish people, the New Testament is the heritage of
the Assyrians! Their Gospel text dates from the
second century, nearly two hundred years closer to
Christ than the Greek manuscript. Jesus Christ was
reared in Nazareth of Galilee; Galilee was mostly of
Assyrian lineage. Jesus was reared amongst
Assyrians and spoke Assyrian (Aramaic).

* Jesus preached in Assyrian:

That was the language of the people where He
lived.

King Abgar, the Assyrian king, was the first king
who appreciated and understood Christ (according
to Assyrian Church history). He invited Christ to his
kingdom saying, "My kingdom is enough for you
and me." Jesus ordered one of his disciples to go to
the King (said to be Thomas) and cure him of his
disease and preach to his people the message of
Christianity.

* The Assyrians were the first to accept
Christianity.

It was in the second year after the Ascension of
Christ that Christianity showed its first signs in
Mesopotamia. About this time, Thomas was one of
the twelve who had begun the preaching and
teaching of the Gospel and the new religion, which
was prophetically destined to embrace all of Beth-
Nahreen (later modern Iraq).

Mar Toma, as Thomas was called, was the first
Assyrian who followed Christ. He continued with his
apostolic mission until 45 A.D., twelve years after the
Ascension, and he proceeded to India to begin his
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pioneering activities in Christian teaching there. The
results of his work still exists in Malabar, India, under
the present Patriarch Mar Temateuss (Assyrian).

In the meantime, Mar Shimon Patros (Simon
called Peter) had succeeded Thomas as the apostle
to Mesopotamia. It was during this tenure of
apostolic mission that the first Christian church was
founded in Babylon, thus' establishing the Eastern
church.

"The church that is at Babylon, elected
together with you, saluteth you, and so
doth Marcos my son" (I Peter 5:13).

* The New Testament was first written in
Assyrian (Aramaic) as Christ spoke it.

Nearly all Biblical names derive their meanings
from Aramaic. Assyrian continued to be the
. colloquial and literary language of the Jews until the
ninth century, when it was displaced by Arabic

owing to the Muhammadan conquest.

* Assyrians carried the message of Christ into
~ the remote corners of the World such as Tibet,
- Mongolia, China, Japan, Indonesia and Ethiopia.
The Assyrian Church, or as it is now known, the
~ Ancient Apostolic Church of the East, was one of the
- strongest Christian Churches in the world, and was
noted for its missions in the Middle East, India,
China, Mongolia, Indonesia, Japan and other parts
of the world.

* The oldest Christian Church in the World is
the Assyrian Church of Mart Mariam of Urumia in
Northwest Iran.

Reportedly, the Church of Mart Mariam was
established by the three wise Kings of the East who
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followed the bright star in the East to the place of
Jesus’ birth - where they worshipped Him. |

* An Assyrian (Aramaic) New Testament, |
written by hand on vellum, was perhaps the
oldest New Testament in the world

Assyrians were and are staunch Christians.
Even while fighting as soldiers, they used to fast for
the Lenten season and abide by other church
holidays. During this fast, they would abstain not
only from meat, but from everything that was animal,
including milk, fish, butter and eggs.

Today, Assyrians still speak our ancient mother
tongue, Aramaic, the language of Christ! (Today in
our homes we speak modern Aramaic which is
called "Syriac".)

The Assyrians have a long and proud heritage of |
contributions that they have given to Western
civilization (more about this later in the book) - FAR

MORE than most people can ever begin to realize.

Assyrians played an important part in the history
of the Near East, of the Bible, and of world religion in
general.

The ancient city of Nineveh was converted to the
Lord by Jonah. The destruction of Nineveh in 612
B.C. scattered the Assyrians all over the world, but
most Assyrians still live in the Middle Eastern
countries.

Presently, there are about 70,000 Assyrians
living in Chicago, and over one and one-half million
in Iraq.

We have upheld all of our traditions and
customs, and still speak our ancient mother tongue.
Even though we do not have a country anymore, we
have survived steadfastly through the centuries.
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In this book, I will share with you some of the rich
history of the Assyrians, which can be found
throughout the Old Testament of the Bible, and also
reveal to you some SHOCKING TRUTHS
concerning endtime biblical prophecy and the
nation of Assyria!

People think we do not exist anymore because
we do not have a country.

This book will show you conclusively that we are
alive, well, united and anxious to see what God is
going to do in this endtime hour to restore our
nation!

We are looking forward to once again having our
own country!

The Jews received their newly formed nation of
Israel on May 14, 1948.

And God’s Word guarantees that BEFORE the
endtime hour of spiritual history comes to pass,
Assyria will once again have their own country!

As you shall see later in this book, that statement
is not based upon the fond hopes of one Assyrian,
but upon a clear, firm biblical promise!

Throughout the ages, God has used Assyria.

In this endtime hour, we have HIS Word that He
will once again use Assyria for His glory!

Look at Isaiah 10:5:

'O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger,
and the staff in their hand is mine
indignation.”

"Woe to the Assyrians," God said, "the rod of my

- anger in whose hand is the club of my wrath." God
\ used Assyria as His club of wrath and judgement
. upon His people, Israel, who had backslidden and
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forsaken Him. Assyria was the second world
kingdom to oppress Israel - the first was Egypt.

The fact that God has used both Assyria and
Egypt to chastise Israel will become an extremely
important point as this book develops!

Assyria and Israel are closely connected through
almost all of scripture. The words "Assyria" and
"Assyrian" are found in the Bible 151 times, and in
nearly every case they are in connection with Israel.

God directs the great Assyrian armies against
many foes, and they are invincible. The Assyrians
are used to capture and enslave the Israelites

because they turned from Him and worshipped
idols.

‘I will send him against an
hypocritical nation, and against the
people of my wrath will | give him a
charge, to take the spoil, and to take the
prey, and to tread them down like the
mire of the streets" (Isaiah 10:6).

| believe today that in the ancient land of Assyria
(now called Iraq), God is using Iraq as a rod of His
anger upon Israel.

After all, the scud missiles which were dropped
on Israel certainly created woes.

When the patterns of war started to emerge, |

could not believe Saddam Hussein would dare to
take on the whole world.

But, when the Gulf War broke out, he tried.

It almost seemed as if it were a sovereign plan
pushing him blindly forward.

Nothing else makes much sense.
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But when he kept the invasion into Kuwait and
took on the whole twenty-seven nation coalition of
the United Nations, including the United States with
all its military power, | predicted his defeat and
demise on February 5, 1991, when | spoke at a
meeting at Reverend Gerald Derstine’s Christian
Retreat in Bradenton, Florida.

But God is using Irag now as He did Assyria in
the Old Testament - as a rod of His anger to
chastise, to bring people around to God.

Have you ever noticed how world conflict and

crisis always brings people around to God?
Look how much prayer was going on when
~ President Bush called for a National Day of Prayer
- for the Gulf War. We already have an annual
~ National Day of Prayer, but we hardly hear anything
about it. It is always on the first Thursday in May.

But during the conflict with Iraq, when the
- President called for a National Day of Prayer, even
- the secular media reported on it, reminding us to
pray!

According to the reports from the various
Christian chaplains, thousands of young soldiers
stationed in the Gulf came to know the Lord through
their duties in Saudi Arabia.

God used that Gulf War and that time to bring
many new lost souls into His spiritual family.

As the endtime hour increases, | believe God will
continue to use that part of our globe, the Middle
East, in ever-increasing intensity, as a tool to reach
lost souls with the message of Jesus Christ before
the entire endtime scenario is finally played out here
on Earth.
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CHAPTER TWO

THE INVENTIVE IMAGINATIONS
OF THE EARLY ASSYRIANS!

To understand how God is going to use Assyria
in this endtime hour, and to understand the full
impact of "THE HIDDEN SCRIPTURE" | referred to in
the Introduction, it is first important for you to have a
basic understanding of how God has used Assyria
throughout the ages.

The first time Assyria is mentioned in the Old
Testament is in Genesis 2: 14:

‘And the name of the third river is
Hiddekel ("Deklak" in George Lamsa’s
Bible): that is it, which goeth toward the
east of Assyria. And the fourth river is
Euphrates.”

The name of the third river is "Deklak" in George
Lamsa’s Bible (George Lamsa is an Assyrian who
more accurately translated the Gospels because
Jesus spoke the Assyrian language, Aramaic. This
great scholar later translated the whole Bible from
the ancient eastern manuscripts).

The Deklak, or Hiddekel river, is the Tigris River.
In the NIV version, this river is called the "Tigris," and
in the King James version, it is translated the
"Hiddekel."

35



The Tigris is the river which flows east of Assyria.
The fourth river is the Euphrates.

You can always identify old Assyria because it
was between the two rivers, the Euphrates and
Tigris.

Then look at Genesis 2:10:

"And a river went out of Eden to water
the garden; and from thence it was
parted, and became into four heads."

Assyria is where the Garden of Eden was
located! It was in the southern part of Assyria.

Bordering Assyria, then, were four rivers, two of
them being the Tigris and Euphrates.

The Assyrian empire was founded by Asshur, the
son of Shem. The Semitic people came from Shem,
the people of the Middle East.

"Out of that land went forth Asshur,
and builded Nineveh, and the city

Rehoboth, and Calah,
"And Resen between Nineveh and

Calah: the same is a great city" (Genesis
10:11-12).

The early Assyrians made so many contributions
to our current culture that it is almost impossible to
document all that they have done. In the following
few pages, | will chronicle just some of their major

achievements.

THOSE AMAZING, INVENTIVE ASSYRIANS!
It is hard to imagine what our lives would be like
today without the contributions of the Assyrians,
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known as the people from Mesopotamia, the cradle
of civilization, in Southwest Asia. They are an
extension of the Babylonian heritage, and are the
root of our modern, western civilization.

The Assyrians, 4000 years ago, invented glass
by experimenting with sand and quartz, and
ultimately, were responsible for the concept of glass
lenses. These early discoveries were the
forerunners to the eyeglasses many of you are using
today to read this book. They took these concepts
to also invent the first magnifying glass.

Assyrians were the first inventors, developing
such important contributions as crystal, glazed
brick and stained glass.

And what would our world be like today if there
were no laws, no system of justice?

The Assyrians formed and enacted laws and
government. The first systematically collected and
enacted set of laws was during the reign of King
Hammurabi, who ruled 4000 years ago in Babylon. |
would dare say most students of history have heard
of the Code of Hammurabi.

The Code of Hammurabi consisted of 282
codes; economic provisions were made for prices,
tariffs, trade and commerce; family law, marriage
and divorce; criminal law, assault and theft. Even
civil law, which covered slavery and death, was a
part of the code.

Penalties varied according to the status of the
offenders and the circumstances of the offenses.

These laws were written in Cuneiform, or wedge-
shaped characters, rather than pictorial characters,
foreshadowing the arrival of the alphabetic script
now used throughout much of the world.

37



In Mesopotamia, 5000 years ago, a practical
system of writing was developed, bringing about a
revolution in communications.

Writing is so much a part of our lives today that it
would be hard to imagine our world without it. You
could not be holding this book in your hands today
without the Assyrian contribution to writing.

Further, the accumulation of knowledge through
writing gave way to the first library, in Nineveh, the
capital city of the Assyrian empire, during the
Kingdom of Asshurbanipal, around the 7th century
B.C. This library, preserved in clay tablets, contains
a large number of historical narratives and ancient
legends.

Among the tablets is "The Epic of Gilead," an
early account of the story of the flood.

The library also holds many documents on
science, astronomy and natural history. These
documents were arranged systemically on shelves,
and special indications helped the reader to locate
them.

The preservation of knowledge through writing
created the first academic centers of learning.
Scribes began to specialize in teaching on specific
subjects such as science and language - even the
construction of houses, temples, and ships.

Mathematics played an important part in the
Assyrian culture. You may have learned Roman
Numerals when you were a small child, but they
were not practical for solving a complicated math
problem; they are cumbersome and confusing to
employ.

Our system of modern mathematics comes
from the Assyrians and the Babylonians. This

38



mathematic method is based on indicating the value
of a number by its relative position.

In comparison, the Egyptian method, the Roman
numeral system designed 2000 years later, is only
able to handle a simple linear equation.

The Babylonian system of mathematics was first
developed in Mesopotamia, and is still used
internationally. These mathematical developments
have served to bring progress in other areas.

Our modern lives are structured around the
concept of time.

Can you imagine going from place to place
without the awareness of time in our daily
schedules?

The Babylonians were the ones who first learned
how to measure time by dividing the day into
twenty-four hours, and then the hour into sixty
minutes, and then the minute into sixty seconds.
| They also divided the year into twelve months,
~ and devised a seven day week in honor of the seven
~ planets (the only planets they knew about at the
. time). They were also the first to divide a circle into
- 360 degrees, and used this knowledge to help
evolve the first arcs used in architecture and
building.

Mesopotamia is where the first known wheeled
vehicle was made. This discovery revolutionized
the world’s system of transportation, and introduced
~ the wheeled vehicle - probably the greatest and
- most revolutionary mechanical invention of all
time - to the world!

The Mesopotamian contribution to musical
notation and musical theory has just recently been
discovered. Archaeologists have known for many
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years that Mesopotamians had musical instruments,
particularly harps and lyres.

But, it was only recently when a Cuneiform tablet |
that had mystified scholars for seventy years was -
interpreted that the history of music and musical
theory was carried back more than one thousand -
years before the first known Greek musical notation!

Before that time, it was generally believed that
music was no older than the European middle ages.
This new discovery verifies the first record in history
of a musical scale and a coherent musical system.

They also introduced musical poetry, the root of
our modern day songs.

The people from Mesopotamia invented many |
techniques and tools for our Western civilization
which have never changed in their basic designs. |

They were also responsible for the first cities,
and gave birth to the development of city planning.
They constructed many multi-story towers,
including the tower of Babel.

They are also responsible for the magnificent
hanging gardens of Babylon, and originated the
construction of huge bridges, canals and
aqueducts, and efficient sewage disposal systems.

The Assyrians created incredible architectural
designs, such as the Gate of Ishtar.

Further, they developed the use of metal,
generated the advancement of astronomy, and
developed the first observatory, calculating the
movement of the planets, forecasting the eclipse of
the moon, and creating the twelve signs of the
zodiac.

They birthed art in visual animal pictures and
pottery, perfected sailing ships, and founded
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agriculture, bringing man to the end of his nomadic
existence.

They invented the plow, creating the first
economic revolution.

They developed irrigation, bringing large areas
of land under cultivation by watering them artificially.

They developed a merchant class and a system
of trade.

; They manufactured linen, creating the textile
industry.

And finally, perhaps the most shocking and
unknown discovery of all attributed to the Assyrians,
they were the first men to travel by air without the
aid of any machines!!!

There was a fascinating division in the Assyrian
Empire called "Tiarayee,” and they had the
responsibility to scout and observe the enemy in
- war, observing fortifications and locating the
movements and detachments of the enemy.

To accomplish this goal, they had stables of
trained eagles to carry their soldiers. Here is how
the Assyrian "Air Force" worked.

Before the eagles were put in flight, they were
kept indoors blindfolded and without food for two or
three days. When the eagles became very hungry,
they were attached to a strong woven basket
suitable to accommodate people. The basket was
 fixed at the end of a long pole, while the other end
 was tied to the jackets which were fastened around
. the body of the eagles (similar to a horse and
- carriage).

‘ A pilot and an observer would then sit tightly in
the basket (usually these were young, lightweight
boys). The pilot would carry a long cane pointing
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high up in the sky. At the tip of the cane there was a
hook and a bait of fresh meat.

At this point, the ground staff would unfold the
eyes of the four eagles attached to the basket, and
by the sight of the bait high above their heads, the
starving eagles, quite familiar with the exercise,
would take off and fly to get at the bait, thus lifting
the basket and the young men inside it high up into
the airl

The adjustment of the basket in flight was made
by the pilot, varying the altitude and the latitude in
accordance with the raising and the lowering of the
pole on which the bait was fixed. The observers
could now fly above the enemy territories observing
their strength, defense positions and military
installations.

On completion of the mission, the pilot would
lower the bait-pole in a descending position until the
basket reached the ground. Then, the eagles were
groomed by the ground staff and fed with chunks of
meat (as much as they could consume).

| discovered this picture of the Asyrian eagle air
patrol at the British Museum in London.
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As we chart our endtime destiny on the planet
earth, we must remember these major contributions
of the Assyrians to our world-wide community.

The generations of people from Mesopotamia
have left a significant legacy to our generation - a
legacy seldom fully understood or appreciated by
most of our current culture.

| sincerely hope this chapter has heightened
your awareness of the major contributions of the
Assyrian people to our modern-day culture, and
helps you appreciate the briliance and
Inventiveness of this forgotten nation called by
historians the "Cradle of Civilization"!
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CHAPTER THREE

THE BIBLICAL BACKGROUND
OF THE ASSYRIANS

The Assyrians of today are descendants of the
ancient Assyrian people who played a major role in
the foundation of the world’s civilization. Their
ancient homeland was Mesopotamia (today called
Iraq).

The first biblical mention of this ancient people is
contained in Genesis 10:10-12:

"And the beginning of his kingdom
was Babel, and Erech, and Accad, and
Calneh, in the land of Shinar.

"Out of that land went forth Asshur
and builded Nineveh, and the city
Rehoboth, and Calah,

'And Resen between Nineveh and
Calah: the same is a great city."

Look how early this is in the history of the world
in the Bible (Assyria is estimated to have been
established about 3000 years before Christ). From
the land of Shinar, Asshur went forth and built
Nineveh, the capital city of Assyria (ultimately
destroyed in 606 BC).

Later, in Genesis 10:22, we read:
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"The children of Shem; Elam, and
Asshur, and Arphax-ad, and Lud, and
Aram" (Genesis 10:22).

Asshur was one of the children of Shem; God
used Asshur to found Nineveh, the Capital city of the
nation of Assyria. Because Asshur was the founder,
the early pronunciation for our people was
Asshurian (when | ministered in the Middle East, the
people there still referred to me as an Asshurian - in
honor of Asshur, the founder of Assyria).

Then, in 2 Kings 17, the next significant mention
of the Assyrian nation relates to Israel (as you will
soon discover, Assyria and Israel are closely related
throughout the entire Bible in their histories and
influence upon each other):

"Against him came up Shalmaneser
king of Assyria;, and Hoshea became his
servant, and gave him presents” (Il Kings
17:3).

Shalmaneser, the king of Assyria, decided to
attack Hoshea, the king of Israel, in Samaria. At the
time, Samaria consisted of the ten tribes of Israel.
The original twelve-tribe kingdom had been a
divided into the Northern and the Southern regions.

The Northern kingdom, composed of the ten
tribes of Israel, was called Samaria.

The two remaining tribes comprised the
Southern kingdom, called Judea.

So Shalmaneser came against Samaria, the
Northern kingdom, for failing to pay proper tribute
(as had been done in previous years). As part of this
process (all documented in Il Kings 17), the king of
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Assyria confirmed Hoshea was the main traitor who
had stopped paying proper tribute to him.

Therefore, Shalmaneser put him into prison.

But the battle in Samaria was not a quick one.

The king of Assyria invaded the land, marched
against all of Samaria, besieged it for three years,
and in the ninth year of Hoshea, Shalmaneser
captured Samaria and deported the Israelites to
Assyria.

Now look what happens!

The king of Assyria imported all the inhabitants
of the ten tribes of Israel to Assyria, including the
nobles and all the upperclass. He settled them in
Halah and in Harbor by the river of Gozan, and in the
cities of the Medes (Il Kings 17:6).

This is the very beginning of the dispersment of
the Israelites that is foretold in scripture!

"And the LORD shall scatter you among
the nations, and ye shall be left few in
number among the heathen, whither the
LORD shall lead you" (Deuteronomy 4:27).

Throughout the course of this book, you will
discover that God uses Assyria throughout the Bible
to influence the Jews and the nation of Israel.

And, in this endtime hour of history, God is going
to use these two nations together again (even
though Assyria does not exist as a nation as you
read this book)!

Now, let us look at verses 23 and 24.

"Until the LORD removed Israel out of
his sight, as he had said by all his
servants the prophets. So was Israel
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carried away out of their own land to
Assyria unto this day.

"And the king of Assyria brought men
from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and
from Ava, and from Hamath, and from
Sepharvaim, and placed them in the
cities of Samaria instead of the children
of Israel: and they possessed Samaria,
and dwelt in the cities thereof."

The people of Israel were taken from their
homeland into exile in Assyria, and many of them
are still there today. That is why the ten tribes of
Israel all spoke Assyrian - because they were taken
to Assyria. This was the start of the dispersion of the
Jews, according to the Scripture:

"And they shall fall by the edge of the
sword, and shall be led away captive into
all nations:" (Luke 21:24).

Look what else happened.

The king of Assyria brought people from
Babylon, Cuthah, Ava, Hamath and Sepharvaim and
settled them in the town of Samaria to replace the
Israelites.

So, the king took Assyrians and put them into the
cities of the Northern ten kingdoms. He literally
performed a gigantic population switch, moving the
Assyrians amongst the ten tribes, and moving the
ten tribes (the Israelites) into Assyria.

Precisely because of this extensive intermingling,
Jesus Christ spoke Assyrian (the Assyrian
language was Aramaic).
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"Wherefore they spake to the king of
Assyria, saying, The nations which thou
hast removed, and placed in the cities of
Samaria, know not the manner of the
God of the land: therefore he hath sent
lions among them, and, behold, they slay
them, because they know not the
manner of the God of the land.

"Then the king of Assyria
commanded, saying, Carry thither one of
the priests whom ye brought from
thence; and let them go and dwell there,
and let him teach them the manner of the
God of the land" (Il Kings 17:26-27).

In these two verses, we see that the King of
Assyria learned that the people he deported and
resettled in the town of Samaria did not know what
the God of that country required. As a result, God
had sent lions among them to punish and kill them
because of their spiritual ignorance.

So, the King of Assyria decided to give this
order: "Have one of the priests you took captive from
Samaria go back to live there and teach the Assyrian
people what the God of the land requires."

Talk about God having a powerful evangelistic
system!  So, they sent a priest from the Israelite
tribes to the Assyrians living in the land of Samaria
so they could learn about the great God Jehovah!

. From the passages we have studied thus far, you

' now know why Christ spoke Assyrian, and how the
 Assyrians were taught by the Israelites about the
| great God Jehovah.



However, the most important point to note is that
the Assyrians were used as God’s instrument for
judging His people Israel.

God used the Assyrians to capture and enslave
the Israelites because they had turned away from
Him and worshipped idols.

As a result, the Jews would ultimately be
scattered throughout the world and without a
country until the reestablishment of Israel in May of
1948.

Now, let us shift to Isaiah 10: 5-6.

'O Assyrian, the rod of mine anger,
and the staff in their hand is mine
indignation.

‘I will send him against an
hypocritical nation, and against the
people of my wrath will | give him a
charge, to take the spoil, and to take the
prey, and to tread them down like the
mire of the streets.”

Woe to the Assyrian, "the rod of my anger”
whose hand is above my wrath.

Keep this scripture tucked away in the back of
your mind as we now read in Ezekiel 23; Ezekiel
shows clearly how God used Assyria as His rod
(Isaiah 10:5) to punish His people.

Many Christians are amazed at what this next
passage reveals.

"And Aholah (the ten tribes of Israel)
played the harlot when she was mine,
and she doted on her lovers, on the
Assyrians her neighbors,
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"Which were clothed with blue,
captains and rulers, all of them
desireable young men, horsemen riding
upon horses.

“Thus she committed her whoredoms
with them, with all them that were the
chosen men of Assyria, and with all on
whom she doted: with all their idols she
defiled herself.

‘Neither left she her whoredoms
brought from Egypt: for in her youth they
lay with her, and they bruised the breasts
of her virginity, and poured their
whoredom upon her.

“Wherefore | have delivered her into
the hand of her lovers, into the hand of
the Assyrians, upon whom she doted.

"These discovered her nakedness:
they took her sons and her daughters,
and slew her with the sword: and she
became famous among women, for they
had executed judgment upon her.

'And when her sister Aholibah
(Jerusalem) saw this, she was more
corrupt in her inordinate love than she,
and in her whoredoms more than her
sister in her whoredoms.

'She doted upon the Assyrians her
neighbours, captains and rulers clothed
most gorgeously, horsemen riding upon
horses, all of them desirable young men"
(Ezekiel 23:5-12).

"Aholah engaged in prostitution while she was
1 still mine,” God says.
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She lusted after her lovers, the Assyrians.

Assyrians - warriors clothed in blue, governors and |
commanders, all of the handsome young men and

mounted horsemen. She deprived herself of all the

idols of everyone she lusted after. She did not give
up the prostitution she began in Egypt.

"Therefore, | handed her over to her lovers, the
Assyrians for whom she lusted.”

They stripped her naked, took away her sons

and daughters, and killed her with a sword.

"Aholah" is a name for the ten tribes of Samaria;
God gave that name to the Northern kingdoms.

Her sister, "Aholibah", is Jerusalem. In her lust
and prostitution she was more depraved then her
sister, Samaria.

The two sisters are Samaria and Jerusalem.

Jerusalem also lusted after the Assyrian
governors and commanders, warriors and mounted
horsemen and all handsome young men.

"Therefore, O Aholibah, thus saith the
Lord God; Behold, | will raise up thy
lovers against thee, from whom thy mind
is alienated, and | will bring them against
thee on every side;

"The Babylonians, and all the
Chaldeans, Pekod, and Shoa, and Koa,
and all the Assyrians with them: all of
them desirable young men, captains and
rulers, great lords and renowned, all of
them riding upon horses.

‘And they shall come against thee
with chariots, wagons, and wheels, and

with an assembly of people, which shall
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set against thee buckler and shield and
helmet round about: and | will set
judgement before them, and they shall
judge thee according to their judgments”
(Ezekiel 23:22-24).

"Therefore, Aholibah" (this is what the sovereign
Lord says), "I will stir up your lovers against you from
every side."

So God is telling Israel that the Babylonians and
all the Chaldeans (Southern Assyrians) will come
against you with weapons, chariots and wagons with
strong people. He is saying, "They will take up
positions against you on every side with large and
small shields and with helmets. | will turn you over
to them for punishment, and they will punish you
according to their standards."

That is the rod God used against His
backslidden people (Remember Isaiah 10: 5-67?).

Today, | believe a similar spiritual parallel is
unfolding, and Isaiah 10 will become a reality
once again.

GOD WILL USE HIS ROD AGAIN!

God will use His rod to chastise those who call
themselves the people of God, like America. We call
-ourselves the people of God, a Christian nation, but
“we are not a Christian nation - morally. Of course,
‘there are many fine Christians in this nation, but
America itself is not a Christian nation any longer!

Not with 1 1/2 million abortions per year.

Not with millions of babies annually born to
-unwed mothers, and many of them growing up as
abused children.
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Not with all the major cities in this country
dominated by criminals, gangs, drugs and
Satanism.

Not with a BILLION DOLLAR industry in
pornographic magazines and video tapes!

Not with prayer and the Bible stripped from our
schools by the very Supreme Court founded to
protect our right to freedom of religion!

The truth is clear - America is no longer a
Christian nation, and we should do as the Assyrians
in Nineveh did at the preaching of Jonah in 862 B.C.
- repent of our sins and turn to God in humility.

| believe we will soon see the rod of God coming
to chastise our nation.

This is not a message of doom and gloom.

The coming chastisement will
bring about the greatest spiritual
outpouring that America or the
world has ever seen!

| believe that after the chastising we will see the
greatest spiritual awakening ever to fall upon the
entire world. For where sin increases, grace
increases all the more (Romans 5:20).

Just as God has used Assyria in the past, it is
a spiritual parallel that in this endtime hour God
will once again use Assyria.

Just as there was a tribulation at a time of the
overthrow of Jerusalem, so too there is coming
another tribulation - a great tribulation.
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CHAPTER FOUR

THE DECLINE OF
ASSYRIAN POWER

During the reign of Hoshea, king of Israel, the
Assyrian king, Shalmanseser, invaded Samaria and
captured it after a siege of three years. He then
deported the Israelites (the 10 tribes) to Assyria.

Il Kings 17:23-23 says:

"The Israelites persisted in all the sins of
Jeroboam and did not turn away from them
until the Lord removed them from his
presence, as he had warned through all his
servants, the prophets. So the people of
Israel were taken from their homeland into
exile in Assyria, and they are still there."

Il Kings 18:9-12 says,

In King Hezekiah’s fourth year, which
was the seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah
king of Israel, Shalmaneser king of Assyria
marched against Samaria and laid siege to
it. At the end of three years the Assyrians
took it. So Samaria was captured in
Hezekiah’s sixth year, which was the ninth
year of Hoshea king of Israel. The king of
Assyria deported Israel to Assyria and
settled them in Halah, in Gozan on the
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Habor River and in towns of the Medes.
This happened because they had not
obeyed the Lord their God, but had
violated his covenant - all that Moses the
servant of the Lord commanded. They
neither listened to the commands nor
carried them out.”

Verse 24 describes how Assyria replaced the
Israelites of the ten northern tribes with Assyrians;
they became the formation of the Samaritans of the
New Testament as they intermarried with Israelites
left in the land. Later, the Israelites who returned
from the captivity in the New Testament were called
“foreigners”. Luke 17:18 says:

"Was no one found to return and give
praise to God except this foreigner?"

It is interesting in verses twenty-five through
twenty-eight that the Lord uses fierce lions attacking
the people there in Israel to motivate the king of
Assyria to send one of the priests of Israel back to
his land to teach these transplanted Assyrians the
worship of Jehovah.

The practice of transporting the citizens of one
country to another was the custom of the Assyrians.
This was their method of keeping down any rebellion
that might occur after the invaders left.

Once the Assyrians took over the ten tribes of
Israel, they decided eight years later to go after the
other two tribes of Judah. The Assyrian king,
Sennacherib, attacked all of Judah’s fortified cities
and captured them.
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All except Jerusalem.

The King Sennacherib then sends his supreme
commander, his chief officer, and his field
commander with a large army to capture Jerusalem.

Hezekiah was the king of Judah at this time and
the Scripture says of him in |l Kings 18:5-7:

"Hezekiah trusted in the Lord, the God
of Israel. There was no one like him among
all the kings of Judah, either before him or
after him. He held fast to the Lord and did
not cease to follow him; he kept the
commands the Lord had given Moses.
And the Lord was with him; he was
successful in whatever he undertook. He
rebelled against the king of Assyria and did
not serve him."

Though Hezekiah rebelled against Assyria, he
then submits and pays tribute money, but
apparently that was not enough to turn back the
Assyrian army from Jerusalem’s gates.

The events of these activities are recorded in
three main places in the Bible: |l Kings 18 and 19;
(18:13 - 19:37) Il Chronicles 31; (1-22) and Isaiah 36
and 37.

What now follows is a summary of the
miraculous deliverance of Jerusalem and the
catastrophic defeat of the Assyrian army of 185,000
troops by one angel of God!

| King Hezekiah prepares to defend Jerusalem
- and he assures the Judahites of God’s help.

"After all that Hezekiah had so
faithfully done, Sennacherib king of
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Assyria came and invaded Judah. He
laid siege to the fortified cities, thinking
to conquer them for himself. When
Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had
come and that he intended to make war
on Jerusalem, he consulted with his
officials and military staff about blocking
off the water from the springs outside the
city, and they helped him. A large force
of men assembled, and they blocked all
the springs and the stream that flowed
through the land. ‘Why should the kings
of Assyria come and find plenty of
water?’ they said. Then he worked hard
repairing all the broken sections of the
wall and building towers on it. He built
another wall outside that one and
reinforced the supporting terraces of the
City of David. He also made large
numbers of weapons and shields."

"He appointed military officers over
the people and assembled them before
him in the square at the city gate and
encouraged them with these words: ‘Be
strong and courageous. Do not be
afraid or discouraged because of the
king of Assyria and the vast army with
him, for there is a greater power with us
than with him. With him is only the arm
of flesh, but with us is the LORD our God
to help us and to fight our battles.” And
the people gained confidence from what
Hezekiah the king of Judah said" (I
Chronicles 32:1-8, NIV).
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The Assyrian king sends his leaders to intimidate
and terrify the Jews into surrendering their city of
Jerusalem.

"The king of Assyria sent his supreme
commander, his chief officer, and his field
commander with a large army, from
Lachish to King Hezekiah at Jerusalem.
They came up to Jerusalem and stopped
at the aqueduct of the Upper Pool, on the
road to the Washerman’s Field. They
called for the king;, and Eliakim son of
Hilkiah the palace administrator, Shebna
the secretary, and Joah son of Asaph the
recorder went out to them.

The field commander said to them, "Tell
Hezekiah: ‘This is what the great king, the
king of Assyria, says: On what are you
basing this confidence of yours? You say
you have strategy and military strength -
but you speak only empty words. On
whom are you depending, that you rebel
against me? Look now, you are depending
on Egypt, that splintered reed of a staff,
which pierces a man’s hand and wounds
him if he leans on it! Such is Pharaoh king
of Egypt to all who depend on him. And if
you say to me, ‘We are depending on the
Lord our God’ - isn’t he the one whose high
places and altars Hezekiah removed,
saying to Judah and Jerusalem, ‘You must
worship before this altar in Jerusalem’?

"Come now, make a bargain with my
master, the king of Assyria: | will give you
two thousand horses, if you can put riders
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on them. How can you repulse one officer
of the last of my master’'s officials, even
though you are depending on Egypt for
chariots and horsemen?  Furthermore,
have | come to attack and destroy this
place without word from the LORD? The
Lord himself told me to march against this
country and destroy it" (Il Kings 18:17-25).

"Later, when Sennacherib king of
Assyria and all his forces were laying siege
to Lachish, he sent his officers to
Jerusalem with this message for Hezekiah
king of Judah and for all the people of
Judah who were there:

"This is what Sennacherib king of
Assyria says: On what are you basing your
confidence, that you remain in Jerusalem
under siege? When Hezekiah says, ‘The
Lord our God will save us from the hand of
the king of Assyria,” he is misleading you,
to let you die of hunger and thirst. Did not
Hezekiah himself remove this god’s high
places and altars, saying to Judah and
Jerusalem, ‘You must worship before one
altar and burn sacrifices on it’?

"Do you not know what | and my fathers
have done to all the peoples of the other
lands? Were the gods of those nations
ever able to deliver their land from my
hand? Who of all the gods of these nations
that my fathers destroyed has been able to
save his people from me? How then can
your god deliver you from my hand. Now
do not let Hezekiah deceive you and
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mislead you like this. Do not believe him,
for no god of any nation or kingdom has
been able to deliver his people from my
hand or the hand of my fathers. How much
less will your god deliver you from my
hand!"

‘Sennacherib’s officers spoke further
against the LORD God and against his
servant Hezekiah.

"The king also wrote letters insulting the
LORD, the God of Israel, and saying this
against him: ‘Just as the gods of the
peoples of the other lands did not rescue
their people from my hand, so the god of
Hezekiah will not rescue his people from
my hand.’ Then they called out in Hebrew
to the people of Jerusalem who were on
the wall, to terrify them and make them
afraid in order to capture the city. They
Spoke about the God of Jerusalem as they
did about the gods of the other peoples of
the world - the work of men’s hands" (Il
Chronicles 32:9-19).

"When the field commander heard that
the king of Assyria had left Lachish, he
withdrew and found the king fighting
against Libnah.

"Now Sennacherib received a report
that Tirhakah, the Cushite king of Egypt,
was marching out to fight against him.
When he heard it, he sent messengers to
Hezekiah with this word: ‘Say to Hezekiah
king of Judah: Do not let the god you
depend on deceive you when he says,

61




Jerusalem will not be handed over to the
king of Assyria.” Surely you have heard
what the kings of Assyria have done to all
the countries, destroying them completely.
And will you be delivered? Did the gods of
the nations that were destroyed by my
forefathers deliver them - the gods of
Gozan, Haran, Rezeph and the people of
Eden who were in Tel Assar? Where is the
king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king
of the city of Sepharvaim, or of Hena or
Ivwvah?" (Isaiah 37:8-13).

"The field commander said to them,
‘Tell Hezekiah, This is what the great king,
the king of Assyria, says: On what are you
basing this confidence of yours? You say
you have strategy and military strength -
but you speak only empty words. On
whom are you depending, that you rebel
against me? Look now, you are depending
on Egypt, that splintered reed of a staff,
which pierces a man’s hand and wounds
him if he leans on it! Such is Pharaoh king
of Egypt to all who depend on him. And if
you say to me, ‘We are depending on the
LORD our God’ - isn’t he the one whose
high places and altars Hezekiah removedq,
saying to Judah and Jerusalem, ‘You must
worship before this altar’?

"Come now, make a bargain with my
master, the king of Assyria: | will give you
two thousand horses, if you can put riders
on them. How then can you repulse one
officer of the least of my master’s officials,
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even though you are depending on Egypt
for chariots and horsemen? Furthermore,
have | come to attack and destroy this land
without the LORD? The LORD himself told
me to march against this country and
destroy it" (Isaiah 36:4-10).

Speak in Aramaic (Assyrian) language.

“Then Eliakim son of Kilkiah, and
shebna and Joah said to the field
commander, ‘Please speak to your
servants in Aramaic, since we understand
it. Don’t speak to us in Hebrew in the
hearing of the people on the wall’." (Il Kings
18:26).

Insults!

'‘But the commander replied, ‘Was it
only to your master and you that my master
sent me to say these things, and not to the
men sitting on the wall - who like you, will
have to eat their own filth and drink their
own urine?’

“Then the commander stood and called
out in Hebrew: ‘Hear the word of the great
king, the king of Assyria! This is what the
king says: Do not let Hezekiah deceive
you. He cannot deliver you from my hand.
Do not let Hezekiah persuade you to trust
in the LORD when he says, ‘The LORD will
surely deliver us; this city will not be given
into the hand of the king of Assyria’.

‘Do not listen to Hezekiah. This is what
the king of Assyria says: Make peace with
me and come out to me. Then every one
of you will eat from his own vine and fig
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tree and drink water from his own cistern,
until | come and take you to a land like your
own, a land of grain and new wine, a land
of bread and vineyards, a land of olive
trees and honey. Choose life and not
death!

‘Do not listen to Hezekiah, for he is
misleading you when he says, ‘The LORD
will deliver us.” Has the god of any nation
ever delivered his land from the hand of the
king of Assyria? Where are the gods of
Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of
Sepharvaim, Hena and Ivwah? Have they
rescued Samaria from my hand? Who of all
the gods of these countries has been able
to save his land from me? How then can
the LORD deliver Jerusalem from my
hand?

'‘But the people remained silent and
said nothing in reply, because the king had
commanded, ‘Do not answer him.’

"Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah the palace
administrator, Shebna the secretary and
Joah son of Asaph the recorder went to
Hezekiah, with their clothes torn, and told
him what the field commander had said" (/I
Kings 8:27-37).

King Hezekiah turns to God in prayer.

"When King Hezekiah heard this, he
tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and
went into the temple of the LORD. He sent
Eliakim the palace administrator, shebna
the secretary and the leading priests, all
wearing sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah
son of Amoz. They told him, ‘This is what
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Hezekiah says: This day is a day of distress
and rebuke and disgrace, as when
children come to the point of birth and
there is no strength to deliver them. It may
be that the LORD your God will hear all the
words of the field commander, whom his
master, the king of Assyria, has sent to
ridicule the living God, and that he will
rebuke him for the words the LORD your
God has heard. Therefore pray for the
remnant that still survives" (Il Kings 19:1-4).

‘Hezekiah received the letter from the
messengers and read it. Then he went up
to the temple of the LORD and spread it
out before the LORD. And Hezekiah
prayed to the LORD: ‘O LORD, God of
Israel, enthroned between the cherubim,
you alone are God over all the kingdoms of
the earth. You have made heaven and
earth. Give ear, O Lord, and hear; open
your eyes, O LORD, and see; listen to the
words Sennacherib has sent to insult the
living God.

‘It is true, O LORD, that the Assyrian
kings have laid waste these nations and
their lands. They have thrown their gods
into the fire and destroyed them, for they
were not gods but only wood and stone,
fashioned by men’s hands. Now, O LORD
our God, deliver us from his hand, so that
all kingdoms on earth may know that you
alone, O LORD, are God" (Il Kings 19: 14-
19).
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'King Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah
son of Amoz cried out in prayer to heaven
about this" (Il Chronicles 32:20).

"When King Hezekiah heard this, he
tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and
went into the temple of the LORD. He sent
Eliakim the palace administrator, Shebna
the secretary, and the leading priests, all
wearing sackcloth, to the prophet Isaiah
son of Amoz. They told him, ‘This is what
Hezekiah says: This day is a day of distress
and rebuke and disgrace, as when
children come to the point of birth and
there is no strength to deliver them. It may
be that the LORD your God will hear the
words of the field commander, whom his
master, the king of Assyria, has sent to
ridicule the living God, and that he will
rebuke him for the words the LORD your
God has heard. Therefore pray for the
remnant that still survives™ (Isaiah 37:1-4).

"Hezekiah received the letter from the
messengers and read it. Then he went up
to the temple of the LORD and spread it
out before the LORD. And Hezekiah
prayed to the LORD: ‘O LORD Almighty,
God of Israel, enthroned between the
cherubim, you alone are God over all the
kingdoms of the earth. You have made
heaven and earth. Give ear, O LORD, and
hear; open your eyes, O LORD, and see,
listen to all the words Sennacherib has sent
to insult the living God.

‘Is it true, O LORD, that the Assyrian
kings have laid waste all these peoples and
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their lands. They have thrown their gods
into the fire and destroyed them, for they
were not gods but only wood and stone,
fashioned by human hands. Now, O LORD
our God, deliver us from his hand, so that
all kingdoms on earth may know that you
alone, O LORD, are God" (Isaiah 37:14-20).

The prophet Isaiah prophecies defeat of
Assyrians.

"When King Hezekiah’s officials came to
Isaiah, Isaiah said to them, ‘Tell your
master, This is what the LORD says: Do not
be afraid of what you have heard - those
words with which the underlings of the king
of Assyria have blasphemed me. Listen! |
am going to put such a spirit in him that
when he hears a certain report, he will
return to his own country, and there | will
have him cut down with the sword™ (Il
Kings 19: 5-7).

‘Then Isaiah son of Amoz sent a
message to Hezekiah: ‘This is what the
LORD, the God of Israel, says: | have heard
your prayer concerning Sennacherib king
of Assyria. This is the word that the LORD
has spoken against him:

The Virgin Daughter of Zion

despises you and mocks you.

The Daughter of Jerusalem

tosses her head as you flee.

Who is it you have insulted and
blasphemed?

Against whom have you raised you

voice

and lifted your eyes in pride?
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Against the Holy One of Israel!
By your messengers
you have heaped insults on the Lord.
And you have said,

‘With my many chariots

| have ascended the heights of the

mountains,

the utmost heights of Lebanon.

| have cut down its tallest cedars,

the choicest of its pines.

| have reached its remotest parts,

the finest of its forests.

| have dug wells in foreign lands

and drunk the water there.

With the soles of my feet

| have dried up all the streams of

Egypt.’

Have you not heard?

Long ago | ordained it.

In days of old | planned it;

now | have brought it to pass,

that you have turned fortified cities
into piles of stone.

Their people, drained of power,

are dismayed and put to shame.

They are like plants in the field,

like tender green shoots,

like grass sprouting on the housetops,
scorched before it grows up.

But | know where you stay

and when you come and go

and how you rage against me.
Because you rage against me

and your insolence has reached my

ears,
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I will put my hook in your nose
and my bit in your mouth,
and | will make you return
by the way you came.’
This will be the sign for you, O
Hezekiah:
This year you will eat what grows by
itseff,
and the second year what springs from
that.
But in the third year sow and reap,
plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
Once more a remnant of the house of
Judah
will take root below and bear fruit
above.
For out of Jerusalem will come a
remnant,
and out of Mount Zion a band of
Survivors.
The zeal of the LORD Almighty will
accomplish this.
Therefore this is what the LORD says
concerning the king of Assyria:
He will not enter this city
or shoot an arrow here.
He will not come before it with shield
or build a siege ramp against it.
By the way that he came he will return;
he will not enter this city,
declares the LORD,
I will defend this city and save it,
for my sake and for the sake of David
my servant” (Il Kings 10:20-34).
The miraculous defeat of the Assyrian army.
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"That night the angel of the LORD went
out and put to death a hundred and eighty-
five thousand men in the Assyrian camp.
When the people got up the next morning -
there were all the dead bodies! So
Sennacherib king of Assyria broke camp,
and withdrew. He returned to Nineveh and
stayed there.

"One day, while he was worshiping in
the temple of his god Nisroch, his sons
Adrammelech and Sharezer cut him down
with the sword, and they escaped to the
land of Ararat. And Esarhaddon his son
succeeded him as king" (Il Kings 19:35-
37).

"And the LORD sent an angel, who
annihilated all the fighting men and the
leaders and officers in the camp of the
Assyrian king. So he withdrew to his own
land in disgrace. And when he went into
the temple of his god, some of his sons cut
him down with the sword" (Il Chronicles
32:21).

This is one of the greatest, supernatural battles in
the Bible!

Think of it - 185,000 crack troops conquered
Egypt, all of that land, the ten tribes, and then come
against Jerusalem.

This is one of the greatest supernatural battles in
the Bible.

Hezekiah prays; he calls on God.

God sends one angel.

Just one angel saved Jerusalem!
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And that single angel wiped out 185,000
Assyrians!

In one stroke.

Talk about a weapon more powerful than a scud
missile!

Could this happen again today?

Of course it could.

God has not changed.

IF ONLY A NATION WILL CALL UPON GOD,
HE WILL SPARE THEM!

‘If my people, which are called by my
name, shall humble themselves, and pray,
and seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways, then will | hear from heaven,
and will forgive their sin, and will heal their
land" (Il Chronicles 7:14).

Assyria as a nation started having a downfall -
the official date for the fall of the Assyrian Empire is
612 B.C. They were conquered by the Medes of
Persia. The Assyrians started to dwindle and lost
power; Assyria became Mesopotamia.

There is a strong biblical parallel here.

The official date for the fall of Jerusalem is 612
B.C. From that time forward, the Jews were a
scattered nation until May, 1948.

Throughout history, only two nations have been
without a country for thousands of years, and yet
have been able to maintain their identity... the

15 Israelites and the Assyrians!

| In 1948, the Israelites regained their country.

| As you shall see soon in this book, God also has
- an entire plan for the Assyrians.

| )
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The Assyrians were unable to recover the might
and power they once built and maintained for more
than two millennia. Thereafter, they fell victim to
many atrocities that reduced their numbers to a
small nation living at the mercy of their overlords in
the vastly scattered lands of the Middle Eastern
region.

And today, the territory that was once called
Assyria is called Iraq.

Iraq is basically where Mesopotamia was, and
Mesopotamia is where Assyria was. In this endtime
generation of spiritual history, | believe that we are

soon going to see God unleash something
remarkable in this region.
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CHAPTER FIVE

GOD’S OTHER "FAVORED NATION" -
THE ASSYRIANS!

The whole book of Jonah is about Assyria, apd
God wanting to spare Nineveh, which He did.
Remember in Jonah it says God said to Jonah,

"Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city,
and cry against it; for their wickedness iIs
come up before me" (Jonah 1:2).

"Who me, Lord, a Jew? You want ME to go to
the Assyrians and tell them your message that if they
do not repent, you will destroy them in forty days?
That Nineveh will be destroyed unless it repents?”

Well, Jonah did finally go, and warned the
Assyrians, and they heeded his warnings.

They repented.

The repentance under Jonah delayed the
judgment of God on Assyria for about a century.
(The entire book of Nahum concerns Assyria, and
forms the sequel to the Book of Jonah).

‘So the people of Nineveh believed
God, and proclaimed a fast, and put on
sackcloth, from the greatest of them even
to the least of them.

For word came unto the king of
Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, and
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he laid his robe before him, and covered
him with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.

"And he caused it to be proclaimed and
published through Nineveh by the decree
of the king and his nobles, saying, Let
neither man nor beast, herd nor flock, taste
any thing: let them not feed, nor drink
water:

"But let man and beast be covered with
sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God: yea,
let them turn every one from his evil way,
and from the violence that is in their hands.

"Who can tell if God will turn and
repent, and turn away from his fierce
anger, that we perish not?" (Jonah 3:5-9).

By their repenting, God spared Nineveh.

"And God saw their works that they
turned from their evil way and God
repented of the evil that he had said that he
would do unto them; and he did not"
(Jonah 3:10).

It was the ancient apostolic church of the East.

In remembrance, God spared the Assyrians.

Now that is something significant!

Scripture shows here that the first confrontation
the Assyrians had with God was about 782-753 B.C.,
revealed in the accounting of the Book of Jonah.
The Assyrian king at that time was either Adad-Nirari
Il (810-782 B.C) or Ashur-Dan Il (782-753 B.C.).

This is during the height of the Assyrian empire.

As we read the four chapters of Jonah, the Lord
reveals to us what are called by Biblical Scholars
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"the five greats": the great refusal, the great fish, the
great city, the great jealousy, and the great God.

In the first chapter, God commands Jonah to
"Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city".

Here we see that God regarded the Assyrian city
as great. In Jonah 3:3, it is described as "an
exceedingly great city".

As we saw earlier in this book, the history of the
Assyrian people clearly reveals the many great
contributions they made to the world.

When Jonah is first instructed to go to the
Assyrians, he foolishly tries to flee from God, and in
his flight (aboard a ship) the Lord creates a tempest
and Jonah is thrown overboard.

» The second chapter is Jonah’s prayer of
thanksgiving to the Lord for delivering him from the
Great Fish:

‘Now the LORD had prepared a great
fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was
in the belly of the fish three days and three
nights" (Jonah 1:17).

In chapter three, God again calls Jonah to go to
Nineveh (the great city).

This time he does respond and goes.

God instructs Jonah to cry out and say, "Yet forty
days and Nineveh shall be overthrown" (Jonah 3:4).

From these prophetic warnings, the Assyrians
proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth. Even the
king and his nobles repented and put on sackcloth
and sat in ashes.

When God saw how they turned from their evil
ways, He forgave them.
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This is the first confrontation that God has with
the Assyrians, and because of their faith, God
blesses them, and they became a nation favored by
God.

‘And God saw their works, that they
turned from their evil way; and God
repented of the evil, that he had said that
he would do unto them; and he did it not"
(Jonah 3:10).

In the fourth chapter, we find Jonah pouting. He
becomes jealous because God blesses the
Assyrians and makes them mighty warriors (the
great jealousy).

The entire book of Jonah is a powerful lesson in
the power of prayer, and in the power of repentance.

Someday, the leaders of the world are going to
come to the Christians - to discover the real wisdom
of the Word, and the real power in the universe.

If President Bush would have asked me my
tactics (and | am no expert, | am going by the Bible)
for the Gulf conflict, | would have sought the wisdom
of the Word because it is the wisdom of God.

To know God’s Word is to know His will.
To know His will is to know His Word.
The wisdom of God is what the world will

eventually seek.

| would have said, "Tell the people in Iraq, tell
Saddam, tell Baghdad that if they do not repent, if
they do not change their mind, they will be
completely destroyed in forty days."

Just like God threatened the people of Nineveh.

That would have been my tactic.
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| would have said, "I will give you forty days,
otherwise you are done, you are through. We have
landed men on the moon, we have launched nuclear
missiles. Now, you have forty days."

These are just words, but | honestly believe these
words would have saved us shipping 450,000 troops
to the Middle East. If we could really talk that way, |
believe we would have seen victory without any
fighting.

That is what God did to Ninevenh.

When Jesus was on earth, the Assyrians were
co-mingled with the ten tribes of Israel, so they
heard Jesus (when Jesus told the apostles not to go
to the Gentiles or the Samaritans, but to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel - He meant these ten
tribes).

They are the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

And the Assyrians were there as well as the
Jews.

So, the Assyrians were exposed to Christianity at
the time of Jesus, and church history tells us that the
apostles sent Thadeous to King Abgar of Oshroene
to bring the Assyrians the gospel.

This is something few Christians know:
THE ASSYRIANS WERE THE FIRST GENTILE
NATION TO TURN TO JESUS CHRIST!

On the day of Pentecost, they were there as
Mesopotamians. Acts 2 says they were from all
over.

"‘And there were dwelling at Jerusalem
Jews, devout men, out of every nation
under heaven" (Acts 2:5).

‘Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites,
and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in
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Judea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and
Asia," (Acts 2:9).

They were baptized in the Holy Spirit and went
back to Mesopotamia with the Baptism in the Holy
Spirit.

And the ancient church of the east became
one of the greatest missionary churches of all
time!

The Assyrians ventured as far as India, Japan
and China with the gospel.

They were among the first people to embrace
Christianity as a nation in the first century, and they
played a great role in taking Christianity to the vast
continent of Asia, converting their civilized and
uncivilized peoples. They journeyed to the shores of
the Mediterranean Sea and into the Mongolian
deserts and even into China and Japan.

The first Christian nation was Assyrial

So what has happened?

God is going to use these same Christians in this
endtime hour in the fulfilment of the prophecy in
Isaiah 19: 23-25:

‘In that day there will be a highway
from Egypt to Assyria. The Assyrians will
go to Egypt and the Egyptians to Assyria.
The Egyptians and Assyrians will
worship together.

‘In that day Israel will be the third,
along with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing
on the earth.

“The Lord Almighty will bless them,
saying, ‘Blessed be Egypt my people,
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Assyria my handiwork, and Israel my
inheritance’™ (Isaiah 19:23-25, NIV).

"In that day" there will be a highway from Egypt
to Assyria. The highway is named in Isaiah 35:8 - it
is called "The Highway of Holiness."

"In that day" always refers to the endtime hour of
spiritual history.

The Assyrians will go to Egypt and the Egyptians
throughout Assyria.

| believe God can accomplish His endtime task
in the same way, fulfilling Isaiah 19.

Isaiah 19 is the most thrilling passage of
Scripture, and many prophets and Bible teachers
continually refer to it.

| have written that Assyria is a forgotten nation,
but it is not forgotten by God.

Assyria is a lost country, but not by God.

| want to tell you this.

God in His mercy is so good to Assyria.

The Egyptians and Assyrians will worship
together in that day, and Israel will be one of three
nations (along with Egypt and Assyria) - to be a
blessing on the earth.

These three nations, God says, will be a blessing
on the earth. The Lord Almighty will bless them
saying, "Blessed be Egypt my people."

"Blessed be Assyria, the work of my hands."

You know what it means to be God’s handiwork?

Assyria will be a work done by God’s hands.

Just as God had an endtime plan for the

Israelites, He has an endtime plan for the
Assyrians!
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This prophetic Scripture indicates that in the last
days the Egyptians will befriend the Assyrians and
they will both befriend the nation of Israel.

God intends to use Assyria again in this endtime
hour!

Look at Micah 7:11-12:

‘In the day that thy walls are to be built,
in that day shall the decree be far removed.

"In that day also he shall come even to
thee from Assyria, and from the fortified
cities, and from the fortress even to the
river, and from the sea to sea, and from
mountain to mountain.”

That means Assyria must exist in the endtime
hour!

The people who were converted at the time of
Christ and the apostles, and have maintained their
faithfulness to God for over 2,000 years, will have
their nation restored once again, just as the Jews
had their nation restored!

Yet, from the first confrontation (Jonah) through
the ages, we see a definite link between God and the
Assyrians.

They are his holy instrument.

| have not heard the details of this prophecy
discussed anywhere except when | bring up the
subject.

Others are not talking about it or writing about it.
If it is of God, | pray you may be able to take it.

If it is not, well, then it is my idea.

But the Word seems clear in what it says here to

me.
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The nations - Egypt, Assyria and Israel - are to be
nations blessed in the endtime.

Symbolically, | believe they represent the three
religions in the Middle East.

What religions do we have there?

We have Islam - the religion of the Egyptians.

We have Christianity - the religion of the
Assyrians.

We have the Jewish faith - the religion of the
Israelites.

According to Isaiah 19, blessed be Egypt my
people. The Egyptians are Islamic. The Egyptians
and Islam will bow to Jesus Christ.

Assyria is the Christian nation.

Israel represents the Jews.

Think about it.

The Jews, Christians and Islamics together
will be blessed of God because they will all be
worshipping Jehovah God, receiving Jesus Christ
as Savior!

Now that is exciting!

The Assyrians as a united people already are all
professing to be Christians.

However, they need to have a revival because
they are saying they are the ancient church of the
east, they speak the Assyrian language, Aramaic.
Their Masses are in Aramaic.

There is still the need for many of these beloved
| people to be "born-again."
~ Yes, they believe devoutly in Jesus Christ.

- But they have to have a real born-again
experience, which | believe will soon take place.
~In this endtime, we will see a ‘sovereign,
‘almighty, powerful work of God.
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